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AmepdmeBts to the Drawings: 

Attaclied are tv^-o vepiacemcnt sheets of drawings. The sheers, which iiiciude Figs. 1-4, 
repake. the original sheets including Figs. 1-4. Figs. 1-4 have been amended to remove shading and 
to improve legibility. In addition, Fig. 2 has been amended to include previonsly omitted reference 
character 21 showing the slot in loop foot region iOa, and to show loop closure clcraem 20. Support 
for the changes to Fig. 2 i& provided in the Qriginai speeific&tion, for example at paragraph [003 1], 
No new matter has been added. 



Attachment: Two (2) Repiaeerneiit iShe^jts 
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REMARKS 

Claims 20-40 iire pending in tlie present application. In llic Office Action, tlie drawings 
were objecled to under 37 C.F.R. 1 .83(a) for not siiowing every Icature oi'tlie claims and under 37 
C.F.R. l,84(i-n) for using improper shading. In addition, claims 20-22, 24. 26-28. 30, and 37-40 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,616,977 to 
Schramm. Claims 23, 25, 19, and 31-36 were indicated as being drawn to allowable subject matter. 

In this response, Applicants have submitted two leplacemeiit sheets of drawings including 
Figs. 1-4, In addition, Applicants have amended claims 20 and 40 and have cancelled claim 31 . 
Upon entry of the amendments, claims 20-27, 29, 30, and 32-40 will be pending. 

Reconsideration of the application in view of tlie amendments and the following remarks is 
respectfully requested. 

Qbiection to the Drawings: 

Tlie drawings were objecfcd to u:xlcr 37 C.F.R. 1.83(a) for not showing every feature of the 
claims and under 37 C.F.R. 1 .84(m) for usiju:. improper shading. Submitted iicrcwitli arc two 
replacement sheets of drawings, which have been amended to remove the shading and tu improve 
their legibi!it>'. In addition. Fig. 2 has been amended to include previously omitted reference 
numeral 21 showing a slot in loop foot region 10a and loop closure element 20 lias been added. 
Support for the amendments to Fig. 1 is fotmd in the original specification, for example, at 
paragraph [003 1]. No new matter has been added. In addition, jaragraph [003 1] of the 
specification has been amended to include the reference numbers 20 and 21 so as to be consistent 
with the changes to Fig. 2. Claim 31 1ms been caiicelled. 

Withdrawal of the objections to the drawings is respectfully requested. 

Rejections under 35 IJ.S.C. ^ 102(b): 

Claimb 20-22. 24, 26-28. 30, and 37-40 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §l02(b) as being 
anticipated by U,S. Patent No. 4,616,977 to Schramm. 

Schramm describes a helicopter rotor system in which a plurality of rotor blades are attached 
to the rotor mast. 
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Applicants have amciidcd independent claim 20 to recite that the blade connector loop 
encircles the rotor ma.sl in unattached fashion. Support [cr ilic amendment is provided in the 
specification, tbr example, at paragraph [0013] and in the drawings. 

Applicants respectfLiIly submit that Schramm does not describe the feature of a blade 
connector loop that encircles the rotor mast in unattached fashion. Instead, the blade connector loop 
in Schramm is described and shown in the drawings as being directly attached to the rotor mast, 
See^ e*g.j eol. 5^ lines 63-65 and Fig. 9. 

Claim 40 has been amended to replace the final comma with a period. 

Withdrawal of the rejections to claims 20-22, 24, 26-28, 30, and 37-40 under 35 U.S.C. 



§ 102(b) is respectfillly requested. 



CQNCHiSlON 



In view of the above amendnienls; and reimafiss, applicant belkves the peridittg 
^piplication is in coridltipn for allowance. 



jymiv February 28, 2007 



Respectfully submitted. 
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